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Richard D. Flinn, Jr.                        

Director, PA Emergency Management Agency 

                                                    

TIME PERIOD:                                       

                       

This report covers the period 0600 hours, December 12, 2016, through 0600 hours, 

December 13, 2016. 

  

STATUS REPORT: (as of 0600 hours) 

  

THREAT STATUS: 

  

National Terrorism Advisory System: 

 

There are no current alerts.   

  

CRCC STATUS:   

  

Commonwealth Resource Coordination Center (CRCC) Activation: None 

County EOC Activations:   Schuylkill County EOC activated in response to a bomb threat 

at the Schuylkill County Court House.  They have returned to normal operations. 

CAPABILITIES STATUS: 

  

PA All-Hazards Type-3 Incident Management Team – Mission Capable 

 

PA-Task Force 1 (PA-TF1) – Urban Search & Rescue – Mission Capable 

 

PA-Task Force 2 (PA-TF2) - Search & Rescue - Mission Capable 

  

INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS: 

  

Major Road Closures:                I-376 WB (Lawrence County, Union Twp) 

Power Outage Reports:             As of 0545 hours – 121 customers  

Telephone Outage Reports:     None 

  

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS: 

 

OPEN: 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/national-terrorism-advisory-system
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ROAD CLOSURE – Lawrence County, 12/13/16 – A police incident has closed Interstate 

376 westbound approximately ½ mile east of State Route 224 in Union Township.  There is 

no trapped queue or back log.  Traffic is being detoured off Interstate 376 westbound at the 

Moravia Street exit.  The roadway is expected to be closed for several hours. 

 

BOIL WATER ADVISORY – Perry County, 12/12/16 – A boil water advisory has been 

issued for Duncannon Borough, due to a clogged chlorine line.  There are 2,900 connections 

affected which includes critical care faculties, restaurants and schools.  

 

CREEK WALL COLLAPSE – Luzerne County, 12/9/16 – Approximately 50 feet of wall 

from the side of Solomon’s Creek collapsed in the area of 76 Brooke Street in Wilkes Barre 

City.  The incident is not life threatening.  A site visit was requested of the Army Corps of 

Engineers to offer recommendations on mitigation and recovery.  

 

ADVERSE WEATHER – Statewide, 10/21/16 – Heavy rain over a short time resulted in 

flash flooding in numerous north central counties.  Preliminary estimates from Centre, 

Lycoming and Sullivan counties indicate damage in the range between $10 and $14 million.  

On November 17, the Governor of Pennsylvania requested a Major Disaster Declaration for 

Public Assistance (Cat A-G) for four counties and Hazard Mitigation statewide due to severe 

storms and flooding that occurred.  On November 21, the U.S. Small Business 

Administration (SBA) approved disaster assistance for Centre and Lycoming counties, as 

well as the contiguous counties of Blair, Bradford, Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia, Huntingdon, 

Mifflin, Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Sullivan, Tioga, and Union.  A Major Disaster 

Declaration for Public Assistance (Cat A-G) was received on December 2, 2016 for Bradford, 

Centre, Lycoming and Sullivan counties.  In addition, all areas in the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania are eligible for assistance under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  The 

Disaster Loan Outreach Centers (DLOC) in both Centre and Lycoming Counties have now 

closed. 

 

CLOSED: 

 

MISSING PERSON – Lehigh County, 12/12/16 – An 86 year old male went missing 

from his residence in the 100 block of North 3rd Street in Emmaus Borough.  He was found 

after approximately five hours.  

 

WELL PAD EXPLOSION – Potter County, 12/12/16 – A gas well pad explosion occurred 

on Williams Drive in Wharton Township at Station 535 on a dehydration unit.  The explosion 

resulted in a fire and an unknown amount of product being released into the atmosphere. 

The release was secured and the fire was extinguished.  

 

BOMB THREAT – Schuylkill County, 12/12/16 – A bomb threat was received at the 

Schuylkill County Courthouse in Pottsville City.  All county buildings were evacuated and 

closed.  The Sheriff’s Department and local police conducted searches of all county 

buildings.  The Schuylkill County EOC was partially activated.  The court house and 

surrounding buildings were swept with a bomb detection dog and no threats were detected. 

All county buildings will reopen Tuesday, 12/16/16 for normal business.   

 

ROAD CLOSURE – Cumberland County, 12/12/16 - Interstate 76 (PA Turnpike) was 

closed in both directions between the Carlisle and Breezewood Interchanges in West 

Pennsboro Township due to a tractor trailer accident.  Two tractor trailers were in the center 

lane.  One tractor trailer was overturned and both of them were on fire.  One was hauling 

flour and the other was hauling mufflers.  There was also a mini-van involved.  All 

occupants were out of their vehicles with four patients transported to local hospitals.  Plan X 

was implemented and both detours were in place and effective.  PennDOT Districts #8 and 

#2 activated their message boards with the detour information.  The trapped queue was 

relieved by opening one lane eastbound and allowing them to pass the scene.  The roadway 

was closed for approximately six hours for debris clean-up and vehicle removal. 
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STRUCTURE FIRE – Allegheny County, 12/11/16 - A fire occurred in a utility room at 

the Bettis Atomic Plant, 814 Pittsburgh-McKeesport Boulevard in West Mifflin Borough.  The 

sprinkler system doused the fire prior to the arrival of first responders.  This is a research 

and development facility that works exclusively on the design and development of nuclear 

power for the U.S. Navy.  The responders were surveyed prior to departure; no 

contamination was found.  All fire units have departed the scene and the facility staff has 

taken control of the scene. 

  

DISASTER DECLARATIONS: 

 

12/2/16 – A Major Disaster Declaration for Public Assistance (Cat A-G) was received on 

December 2, 2016 for Bradford, Centre, Lycoming and Sullivan counties.  In addition, all 

areas in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are eligible for assistance under the Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program.  The designation is FEMA–4292-DR. 

 

11/21/16 - The U.S. Small Business Administration issued SBA disaster declarations 

(#14987 and #14988) for Centre and Lycoming counties for damages during the severe 

flooding event on 10/21/16.  In addition, contiguous counties of Blair, Bradford, Clearfield, 

Clinton, Columbia, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Sullivan, Tioga, 

and Union counties are also eligible.  The effective date is 11/18/16 and termination date 

for applications is 01/17/17.  Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) application termination 

date is 8/18/17. 

 

11/8/16 – The council of the Borough of Ephrata, Lancaster County has issued a Declaration 

of Disaster that is effective immediately for damage caused by the street collapse at Pine 

and Park Streets.  

 

10/21/16 – Lycoming County has issued a Declaration of Disaster as a result of the storms 

that dropped up to eight inches of rain in the region beginning on 10/20/16.  Eight 

municipalities have issued a Declaration of Disaster (Montoursville Borough, Plunketts 

Creek, Eldred, Cascade, Gamble, Hepburn, McIntyre and Fairfield Townships). 

 

10/21/16 – Sullivan County has issued a Declaration of Disaster as a result of the storms 

that dropped up to eight inches of rain in the region beginning on 10/20/16. 

 

10/21/16 – Centre County issued a Declaration of Disaster as a result of the storms that 

dropped up to eight inches of rain in the region beginning on 10/20/16. 

 

9/20/16 - The U.S. Small Business Administration issued SBA disaster declarations (#14857 

and #14858) for Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Westmoreland, and Washington counties for 

damages during the flash flooding event on 8/28/16.  The effective date is 9/20/16 and 

termination date for applications is 11/21/16.  Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 

application termination date is 6/20/17. 

 

7/19/2016 – The U.S. Small Business Administration issued a SBA disaster declaration for 

Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland counties for damages during the 

flooding event on June 17, 2016.  The effective date is 7/19/16 and termination date for 

applications for Disaster Home Loans and Disaster Business Loans has passed.  Economic 

Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) application termination date is 4/19/17. 

 

3/23/16 - The U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management 

Agency announced that federal disaster aid has been made available to the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania to supplement commonwealth and local recovery efforts in the area affected 

by the severe winter storm which occurred January 22-23, 2016.  The designation is FEMA-

4267-DR. 
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CONTIGUOUS STATE EVENTS OF POTENTIAL INTEREST TO PENNSYLVANIA: 

  

Delaware:                       No significant events at this time.  

Maryland:                        No significant events at this time. 

New Jersey:                    No significant events at this time.  

New York:                       No significant events at this time. 

Ohio:                               No significant events at this time. 

West Virginia:                 No significant events at this time. 

 

24-hour Projected Weather Statewide: 

 

National Weather Service, 0554 hours, 12/13/16 

 

A mostly cloudy start to the day will be followed by a period of snow across the northwest 

half of Pennsylvania from the afternoon into early tonight.  Snow accumulation will range 

from a coating up to 2 inches and will likely impact the evening peak commute with reduced 

speeds and slowed travel.  Accumulating snow should end by midnight.  High temperatures 

will range from the upper 20s across the northwest Allegheny Plateau to the low 40s across 

the Lower Delaware Valley. 

 

It will start to turn colder on Wednesday with a few snow showers downwind of Lake Erie.  A 

deep freeze will grip the Keystone State from Wednesday night into Friday, with a piercing 

shot of bitterly cold arctic air resulting in plummeting temperatures and subzero wind chills.   

Snow squalls are possible on Thursday with heavy lake effect snow accumulation forecast 

across the Northwest Snowbelt by Friday morning. 

 

The arctic blast will be relatively short-lived and start to retreat into the weekend; however, 

there may still be enough cold air in place to bring a wintry mix to parts of the state on 

Saturday. 

 

WATCHES AND WARNINGS: 

 

None 

 

http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=NWS&issuedby=CTP&product=RWS&format=CI&version=1&glossary=0
http://www.weather.gov/images/crh/noc/wwa_pa.png
http://alerts.weather.gov/cap/pa.php?x=1
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