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Who Am I? 

Michael Manley 



PEMA 

• Michael Manley 

• Technological Hazards Division 

• Manage Hazardous Materials 
Response Team Certification for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

• Retired Army - 22 Years 

• Area of Expertise: Demolition 
Materials/ Explosives 



Overview 

• Act 165, Directive D2014 Hazardous 
Material Response Team State 
Certification/ Re-certification Criteria 

• The Certification Process 

• Exercises 

• Assessment Inspections 

• Essential Parts of the Process 

• Potential Changes/ Updates 



Act 165, also referred to as SARA Title 
III, was established to safeguard the 

citizens of the commonwealth from the 
health hazards and other risks 

resulting from incidents associated 
with the use, storage, distribution 

and/or transportation of Hazardous 
Materials. 

Act 165 



Establishes civil liability protection to 
officials who are properly carrying out 
their duties and responsibilities under 
the Commonwealth’s HAZMAT Safety 

program.  

 

Act 165 

   



Directive D2014-02 

Hazardous Materials Response Team (HMRT) 
Certification/ Re-Certification 



Assist the Authorities Having Jurisdiction 
within their authorized response area(s), 

during the release of a HAZMAT by providing 
advice, guidance, and/ or an offensive 
capability to assist in the containment, 

control, and neutralization of the release so 
as to aid in the protection of the citizens, 

environment, and property within the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from death, 
injury, and continuing damage or exposure. 

HMRT Mission 



• Outline the Procedures for 
Certification. 

• Establishes the standards for which 
each HAZMAT Response Team must 
achieve for certification. 

• Provide the County EMAs with a 
cohesive and integrated HAZMAT 
Response capability. 

 

 

D2014-02 Purpose 



• OSHA Standard for Hazardous Waste 
Operations and Emergency Response, 29 
CFR 1910.120 

• NFPA 472 Standard for Competence of 
Responders to Hazardous Materials/ 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) 
Incidents 

• Occupational Safety and Health Guidance 
Manual for Hazardous Waste Site 
Activities, Pub No. 85-115 

D2014-02 Guidance Documents 



D2014-02 



1. County & HMRT Agreement 

2. Cert/ ReCert Application (120 Days 
from Expiration) 

3. Evaluated Exercise 

4. AAR & Improvement Plan 

5. On-Site Assessment 

6. Certification/ ReCertification  

7. Must Recertify Every 4 Years 

The Process 



• Integration into County EM Systems 

• Primary or Secondary HMRT 

• Internal Operating Agreement 

• Authorized Official & HMRT Lead Info 

• Application Signed by County 
Commissioners & Notarized 

• Current HMRT Roster (Attachment 4) 

• Must be Submitted 120 Days Prior to 
Expiration (Recert) 

County & HMRT Agreement/ Application 



Attachment 2 



Attachment 3A 



Attachment 3B 



Attachment 4 



Evaluated Exercise 



• Exercise developed based on HSEEP 
Concepts 

• HMRT needs to be Included in the 
Planning 

• County EMA/ LEPC Needs to Review 
and Approve the Exercise 

• Needs to be done in one of the 
counties the HMRT represents. 

• County rep present for Exercise  

 

Evaluated Exercise 



• Threat Analysis (Survey) 

• Collection of Hazard and Response 
Info 

• Planning of the response 

• Response 

• Response Termination 

Evaluated Exercise (will include) 



The following shall be demonstrated in 
the exercise: 

• Direction and control 

• Integration of the HMRT within the 
ICS 

• Communications 

• Resource Management 

 

Evaluated Exercise 



• Contamination Control 

• Spill control / containment 

• Personnel safety 

• PPE selection 

• Sampling techniques 

• Contain leak from either: 

•  Pressure vessel 

•  55 Gal. Drum 

Evaluated Exercise 



The HMRT needs to provide PEMA and 
the County EMC with the exercise 
information 90 days prior to the 

exercise to allow for time to review the 
exercise.  

 

*Exercise AAR and Improvement Plan 
must be submitted for review prior to 

approval for certification. 

Evaluated Exercise 



EAT Includes: 

• PEMA Rep – Tech Hazards Division 

• PEMA Area Office Rep 

• DEP Rep 

• OSFC Rep 

• DOH Rep 

Exercise Assessment Team (EAT) 



Any exercise that is not observed by at 
least part of the exercise assessment 
team will not be accepted as part of 

the certification process. 

Exercise Assessment Team (EAT) 



Evaluated Exercise 



Evaluated Exercise 



On-site Assessment 



Evaluation Areas are based on 
standards from 29 CFR Parts 1910.120 
and 1910.134 and NFPA® Standard 
472 and Act 165. 

 

• Evaluated by HMRT Assessment 
Team (same as EAT) 

• Schedule at least 30 days prior to 
certification expiration 

On-site Assessment 



Evaluation Areas: 

• Management (PEMA) 

• Operations (PEMA) 

• Training (PEMA) 

• Specialized Equipment (Area Office) 

• PPE (OSFC) 

• Air Monitoring (DEP) 

• Medical Monitoring (DOH) 

On-site Assessment 



Attachment 5 



1 – Hazardous Materials Officer 

1 – Hazardous Materials Safety Officer 

7 – Hazardous Materials Technicians 

1 – Medical Specialist (EMT/Paramedic) 
or an ALS/BLS unit dedicated to the 
HMRT 

 

*Minimum of 10 Qualified Personnel 

Minimal Team Structure 



Attachment 6 



Attachment 7 



Attachment 8 



Attachment 9 



Key Areas of Emphasis: 

• ICS Training & Integration 

• WMD/ Anti-Terrorism Training 

• Training Certifications & Records 

• Fit Testing, Calibrations, Bump 
Tests, Logs 

• Medical Surveillance 

• Medical Record Keeping 

On-site Assessment 





• ACT 165, Directive D2014-02 

• HMRT Certification Process 

• HMRT Application for Certification 

• HMRT Certification Exercise Req. 

• Post Exercise Requirements 

• HMRT Assessment Process & Req. 

• How this all leads to HMRT 
Certification/ Re-Certification 

Summary 



Questions 



Contact information 
717-651-7076 

michaemanl@pa.gov 

PEMA 

Bureau of Planning & Preparedness 

Technological Hazards Division 

2605 Interstate Dr. 

Harrisburg, PA 17110 

 

Thank you and Please Stay Safe. 


