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                  BUREAU OF 9-1-1 
 
 
Meeting: Wireless E9-1-1 Advisory Sub-Committee Funding Appeals Review 
Date:  May 11, 2011 
Time:  9:00 am 
Location: PEMA Headquarters, Harrisburg, PA 
 
 
Committee Attendees: 
Attendee  Organization    Attendee  Organization 
Robert Full  Chief Deputy Director, PEMA                John Haynes  Chester County  
David Holl  Deputy Director for Admin, PEMA Rick O’Leary*  Veterans Affairs 
Sharon Bader  AT&T     Daniel Tancibok  Centre County 
Timothy Baldwin Lancaster County   Donald Tantum  Verizon Wireless 
David Cohick  Tioga County    David Tews  Indigo Wireless 
Wayne Nothstein Carbon County Commissioner  Jennifer Tyler˚  Veterans Affairs 
         
 
*Via Phone-representing Stephen Barrar, Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness, Majority Chair 
˚Via Phone-representing Chris Sainato, Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness, Minority Chair 
 
 
Additional Attendees: 
Jonathan Hansen Bureau of 9-1-1, PEMA   Gordon Vanauken LR Kimball & Assoc 
Jane Benfer  Bureau of 9-1-1, PEMA   Karen Vorhees  LR Kimball & Assoc 
Ray Blouch  Bureau of 9-1-1, PEMA   Peter Halvorsen  LB & FC* 
Brenda Brown  Bureau of 9-1-1, PEMA   Elizabeth Voras  LB & FC* 
Michelle Musser  Bureau of 9-1-1, PEMA   Anne Witkonis  LB & FC* 
Jose Morales  Chief Legal Counsel, PEMA 
Christopher Wilson Assistant Legal Counsel, PEMA 
 
*Legislative Budget & Finance Committee 
 
 
Public Comment 
 
Attendees were recorded on an attendance sheet as they arrived, and introductions were made.          
The meeting was open to anyone who wished to speak on behalf of the appealed items.  Elizabeth Voras, 
project manager with the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee (LBFC), introduced Peter Halvorsen 
and Anne Witkonis, also with the LBFC.  Ms. Voras briefed the Sub-Committee on the status of the study 
of the efficacy of 9-1-1 funding and PSAP consolidation that the LBFC is currently undertaking.   
 
No one in attendance requested time to speak regarding the items to go before the committee.  A brief 
recess was announced so that non-committee members could leave the room prior to the committee 
adjourning to executive session. 
 
 
PSAP APPEALS 
 
A summary document was distributed to each Sub-Committee member that highlighted all appeals to be 
discussed. No Wireless Carrier Cost Recovery appeals were submitted. 
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ARMSTRONG COUNTY 
  
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – Six integrated radio consoles with installation for  

narrowband compliant radio upgrade. 
DISCUSSION: Radio consoles are ineligible.  Question as to whether these are truly integrated  
with CPE.  In the past this could be used in order to reach Phase II, but in this situation it appears 
to be only an upgrade. 
MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by John Haynes 
SECOND: Daniel Tancibok 

 
 
BERKS COUNTY 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – PSSI CAD Maintenance 
 DISCUSSION:  Records management in a CAD maintenance package is not eligible - not  

essential to function of wireless system. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 SECOND: David Cohick 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – CPE Maintenance (Verizon/CML) 
 DISCUSSION:  Agency removed $14,415.48 for IRR for radio.  Same line item was removed in  

prior year, but then subsequently approved. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold County Appeal by John Haynes 
 SECOND: Timothy Baldwin 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – New Logging Equipment, Installation & Training (Motorola) 
 DISCUSSION: Quote has 2 of every module which the County says provides the necessary  

redundancy. Traditionally, backup is not funded under the wireless program.  Also removed 
$601,234 because it was for administrative lines. 

 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Timothy Baldwin 
 SECOND: David Tews 
 
 
BLAIR COUNTY 
  
 APPEAL: PERSONNEL – ProQA, Supervisor Training 
 DISCUSSION:  Despite repeated requests, County did not submit any type of documentation for  

the $25,000 for internal training costs. This would otherwise be an eligible expense. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by John Haynes 
 SECOND: Donald Tantum 
 
 
CAMBRIA COUNTY 
  
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – Next Gen PSAP Assessment 
 DISCUSSION:  Some items included in the quote were not eligible (radio assessment).  Agency  

requested that the ineligible items be removed, but it was not done.  Because there was no 
separate pricing, the entire request was denied. 

 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by David Cohick 
 SECOND: Daniel Tancibok 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – CPE Replacement, price difference of funded amount 
 DISCUSSION: County was approved for this item in FY 2009-2010.  Because County has not yet  

purchased the equipment they are seeking the difference in the increase in the price.  However, 
revised quote still contains ineligibles such as IP phones that were for all of EMA, not just 911. 

 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold County Appeal to fund $228,348.24 (difference of previously  
funded and new cost, minus ineligibles) by Dave Cohick 

 SECOND: Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – Recorder Upgrade 
 DISCUSSION:  County was approved for recorder in FY 2009-2010.  This request appears to be  

for an expansion of existing recording system in order to provide trunked radio recording, which 
is not eligible. 

 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by John Haynes 
 SECOND: David Cohick 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – 911 Furniture Equipment 
 DISCUSSION:  Quote appears to be for office furniture, not furniture for call-takers or  

dispatchers. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by David Cohick 
 SECOND: Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 
 

APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – Display Boards for CPE/CAD Status 
 DISCUSSION:  These appear to be just whiteboards with no display capability and are not  

eligible. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Daniel Tancibok 
 SECOND: Timothy Baldwin 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTHLY RECURRING – S/R to PSAP Connectivity 
 DISCUSSION:  Quote is for Embarq Sonet Ring which is not eligible under the wireless program.   

County says that this is the only way that wireless trunks can get to their new facility; there is no 
copper planned.  Dave Tews indicated that you really can’t buy this type of fiber connection 
without the built in redundancy. 

 MOTION:  Recommend to Uphold County Appeal pending written verification that this is primary  
circuit and any copper circuits will be eliminated in future, and Sub-Committee to review rule 
regarding sonet fiber by David Tews 

 SECOND: John Haynes 
 
 
ERIE COUNTY 
 
 APPEAL: EQUIPMENT – Professional Services (Planning) 
 DISCUSSION: Contract is for both wireline and wireless planning. County claims the $8,000 is for  

wireless planning only, item is a shared cost.  Moved to shared cost. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 SECOND: David Cohick 
 
 
 APPEAL: LEC – Verizon S/R Operator Ports 
 DISCUSSION:  Same item approved last year under LEC.  Agency moved to shared cost this year  

based on the documentation provided by the County. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold County Appeal by John Haynes 
 SECOND: Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 ABSTAIN: Donald Tantum 
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 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – Professional Services (Next Gen Feasibility Study) 
 DISCUSSION:  Proposal includes records management system which is not eligible. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Timothy Baldwin 
 SECOND: Daniel Tancibok 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTHLY RECURRING – VNET Internet Connectivity 
 DISCUSSION:  Revised quote provided post-appeal. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold County Appeal pending Agency review of documentation by  

David Cohick 
 SECOND: John Haynes 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTHLY RECURRING – PSAP HVAC Maintenance 
 DISCUSSION:  Not all work is for the 911 Center. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Timothy Baldwin 
 SECOND: David Cohick 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTHLY RECURRING – Verizon Administrative Lines 
 DISCUSSION:  These costs were allowed last year, but were excluded in the current year’s  

funding eligibility list. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by John Haynes 
 SECOND: Commissioner Wayne Nothstein 
 ABSTAIN: Donald Tantum, Sharon Bader 
 
**STIPULATION: Administrative lines are not eligible in FY 2011-12 under the wireless program.1

 
 

 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTLY RECURRING – AT&T Administrative Lines 
 DISCUSSION:  Not needed. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by **STIPULATION 
 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTHLY RECURRING - Verizon Administrative Lines 
 DISCUSSION: Not needed. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by **STIPULATION 
 
 
MONROE COUNTY 
 
 APPEAL: SHARED NON-RECURRING – PSAP Workstation Enhancements/Redesign (Tuway) 
 DISCUSSION: Equipment relocation is not eligible under wireless program. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by Timothy Baldwin 
 SECOND: David Tews 
 
 
PHILADELPHIA 
  
 APPEAL: SHARED MONTLY RECURRING – CAD PSAP Maintenance (Northrup) 
 DISCUSSION:  Mobile data computing systems and record management systems are not eligible. 

Vendor claims that they are not able to do separate pricing. 
 MOTION: Recommend to Uphold Agency Denial by John Haynes 
 SECOND: Daniel Tancibok 
 
 
 
With no further business to come before the Sub-Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm. 

                                                           
1 The Wireless Sub-Committee uses a stipulation of certain decisions to speed the appeals process. If an appeal meets 
the same parameters the stipulation will apply without the need for a motion. 


