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VOL. FIRE CO., AMBULANCE SERV. & RESCUE SQUAD ASSI ST ACT - AMEND
Act of Jun. 25, 1999, P.L. 231, No. 32 72
Sessi on of 1999
No. 1999-32

HB 371
AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L.1036, No.208), entitled,
as anmended, "An act authorizing the indebtedness, with the
approval of the electors, of fifty mllion dollars for |oans
to volunteer fire conpanies, volunteer anbul ance services and
vol unt eer rescue squads for the purpose of establishing or
noderni zing facilities to house fire fighting apparatus
equi pnent, anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, and for
purchasing new fire fighting apparatus equi pnent, anbul ances,
and rescue vehicles, protective and communi cati ons equi pnent,
and any ot her accessory equi pment necessary for the proper
performance of such organizations' duties," adding a
definition; and further providing for assistance to vol unteer
fire conpanies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
hereby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L.1036
No. 208), known as the Vol unteer Fire Conpany, Ambul ance Service
and Rescue Squad Assistance Act, is anended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

* * %

"National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standards" neans
appar atus and equi prment, including personal protective
equi pnent, shall be deened to neet the requirenents of
conmpliance with the applicable standards of the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) provided:

(1) New apparatus shall be constructed to nmeet or exceed the
standards in effect at the time of nmanufacture.

(2) Used firefighting apparatus shall

(i) in no instance neet |esser requirenments than the
standards for apparatus adopted by the National Fire Protection
Associ ation in 1991; and

(ii) beginning with the effective date of this anendatory
act, meet the National Fire Protection Association standards for
apparatus in effect at the time of original manufacture,
provi ded, however, that no | oans shall be considered or made for
apparatus that cannot neet the National Fire Protection
Associ ation standards in effect no nore than 12 years prior to
the date of the application for |oan financing.

(3) New equi prent shall meet or exceed the standards in
effect at the time of original manufacture.

(4) Used equi pnent shall neet or exceed the standards in
effect at the tine of original manufacture; however, no |oans
for used equi pnent shall be considered or made for equi pnent
more than five years old at the tine of application for |oan
assi st ance.

(5) In every instance, used equi prent and apparatus shal
meet the applicable National Fire Protection Association
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standards, as required above, at the tine |loan funds are
advanced.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4(a) of the act is anended by adding a
cl ause to read:

Section 4. Assistance to Volunteer Fire Conpanies, Anmbul ance
Servi ce and Rescue Squads.--(a) The department is hereby
aut hori zed, upon application of any volunteer fire conpany,
vol unt eer anbul ance service and vol unteer rescue squad, to neke
| oans to said volunteer conpanies for the follow ng purposes:

* * %

(7) Purchasing Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting
System (PennFI RS) hardware and software. A volunteer fire
conpany shall be eligible to apply one tine only for a | oan of
not nore than $2,000 or 75% of the cost of such acquisition
whi chever is less, and with a termnot exceeding five years for
t he purpose of acquiring the hardware and software necessary to
participate in the Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting
System The O fice of the State Fire Conmm ssioner shall devel op
at its discretion, such procedures and forns as it nay deem
necessary to facilitate |oans for PennFlI RS hardware and
software. Such | oans shall be secured as required by |aw.

* *x %

Section 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.
APPROVED- - The 25th day of June, A D. 1999

THOVAS J. RI DGE
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