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FEMA’s EHP Mission

Help communities 

reduce the impact that 

disasters and 

emergency 

management 

decisions and 

operations have on 

the nation’s natural 

and cultural resources.
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FEMA’s EHP Policy

It is FEMA’s policy to 

integrate 

environmental and 

historic preservation 

considerations into its 

emergency 

preparedness, hazard 

mitigation, disaster 

planning, and 

response and 

recovery activities. 
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Environmental quality, natural, 

cultural and historic resources 

are important to the 

communities we serve.
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•It’s the law

•Identify conflicts with 

resources before the 

project is baked

•Avoid impacts

•Consider alternatives to 

improve projects 

•Ensure that Applicants 

receive full funding

Yes but what’s in it for me?
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National Environmental Policy Act

Coastal Barrier Resources Act

Executive Order 11988- Floodplains

National Historic Preservation Act
Apply only to federal actions, FEMA will assist.

Clean Air Act

Clean Water Act 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

State and Local laws
Applicants should already be complying with these! 

Coastal Zone Management Act

Endangered Species Act
Federal actions have additional requirements

EHP Laws
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FEMA and EHP Review

EHP requirements must be 
considered together with the 
operational nature of FEMA’s 
mission to ensure FEMA 
provides assistance in a 
timely, reliable and cost 
effective way
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Trigger-Construction

Some types of new construction 
may require the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment 
including Public Notice periods 
and/or interagency consultation. 

 Projects disturbing over 5 acres

 Projects located-wetlands and 
Floodplains.

 Significant changes to drainage 
systems, waterways or 
floodplains

Why is my review taking so long?
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Trigger- Endangered Species

Adverse impacts to endangered 
species will require:

Consultation and negotiation 
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service

And may require:

Modification of project 

Mitigation or treatment 
measures to compensate for the 
adverse effect

Why is my review taking so long?
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Trigger- National Historic Preservation Act

Adverse impacts to historic 
buildings, districts, sites, 
structures, may require:

Public notice

Consultation and negotiation 
with State Historic Preservation 
Offices

Modification of project 

Mitigation or treatment 
measures to compensate for the 
adverse effect

Written Memorandums of 
Understanding approved by the 
Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation

Why is my review taking so long?
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National Register of Historic Places

 Official inventory of significant historic properties in the 

United States 

 Contains properties that are significant at national, state, 

local or tribal level

 Maintained by the National Park Service

 Contains over 85,000 listings of buildings, sites, structures, 

objects and districts
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National Register of Historic Places

 FEMA must determine if its actions will impact anything eligible 

for the National Register of Historic Places. 

 FEMA has streamlining agreements in place for simple project 

with no impacts.

 Some projects with the potential to impact historic resources may 

require consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer.

 The preparation of a consultation can require extensive research 

by a qualified Secretary of the Interior qualified architect, 

archeologist, or historian. 

 SHPO and FEMA must agree on the decision and if needed 

negotitate proper compensation for the loss of a historic property.
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Acquisition and Demolition
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Elevation
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Improvements to drainage
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Created principally to shelter any form of human activity

Buildings
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Building

© Maha 2006

© WV SHPO
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Structure

A functional construction made for 

purposes other than creating human 

shelter.

© 2010 Chuck Miller

© 2009 A.E.Ciampolillo
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Object
Primarily artistic in nature or are relatively small in scale and simply 

constructed.

© Martin Inze
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Object

©  Chepe Nicoli

©  AR SHPO
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Sites
The location of a significant event, occupation, or activity, where 

the location itself passes historic value, regardless of the value of 

any existing structure.
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Sites
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Districts
A unified entity, although is often composed of a wide 

variety of resources.

© 2010 Jlpapple
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Districts

© Doo Wop Preservation League

http://www.preservationnation.org/assets/photos-images/issues/11-most-endangered/lolipop-motel.jpg
http://www.preservationnation.org/assets/photos-images/preservation-magazine/2006/wildwood.jpg
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How can you help expedite reviews?

Provide clear scopes of 
work, good pictures and 
complete information.

Coordinate with state and 
local agencies as needed.

Obtain clearances from any 
local governing body, e.g. 
Historic review boards, 
floodplain manager, planning 
commission.

Ensure that public notice is 
documented and clear.
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Some EHP General Principles

 Good information about the 
scope of work, location, age of 
buildings etc is essential to 
expediting projects!

 EHP review must be 
completed before work begins

 Length of time for EHP 
reviews varies depends on 
project and resources 
impacted
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How can we help you?

 Training-we’ll come to you!

 Contact us early, we can help 
identify roadblocks

 Facilitate dialogue with your 
state resource agencies

 Provide us with feedback if 
there is a problem or 
something we can do better
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Kate McManus

Regional Environmental Officer

215 931-5510

kate.mcmanus@dhs.gov
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